EDWARD MURPHY SCHOOL

Parent Participation Organization (“PPO”)

Minutes of PPO Meeting held November 9th, 2015 at 6:45 PM


Present:	Franca Cristiano, Sandra Tartamella, Barbara Scharing, Nancy Schiano, Lucia Reali, Jessica Thomson, Laura Saragosa, Pina Prata

Regrets:	Nay Ir, Samanta Dudok, Renée Deschamps, Sonia Del Tedesco, Paola Santos, Lisa Archambault, Sabrina Corsi


1) Approval of PPO Meeting Minutes held in June 2015
Deferred.

2) Approval of PPO Meeting Minutes held October 5th, 2015
1st:	Lucia Reali	2nd:	Sandra Tartamella

3) Approval of Agenda for PPO Meeting held November 9th, 2015
1st:	Lucia Reali	2nd:	Laura Saragosa

4) Principal’s Report
Principal’s special address: Praise was given to volunteering parents thanking them for their recent efforts (i.e., classroom deliveries ensuring that school information was getting home to all). 

5) Governing Board Representative’s Report
None; as of November 9th, 2015, the Governing Board has yet to hold a meeting for the current school year; the first meeting is now scheduled for November 12th, 2015.

6) Halloween Party	

a. Activity Day (This day was a success!)

The haunted house (a) boasted several stations (perhaps we’ll include a kitchen station next year): the mummy, witch, mad scientist, doctor, werewolf and tunnel; and (b) included 3 scenarios for the children to choose from: (1) “scary”; (2) “semi-scary”; and (3) “friendly” (which included candy distribution). We were fortunate to have the valuable assistance of some JFK students with the set up and “running” of the haunted house. Hopefully, they will return to provide assistance for the upcoming Christmas activities. Note: all decorations have been well packaged and clearly labelled and placed in the (now) well-lit storage area, ready for next year.
b. Dance (It was a success!)

Date: 	the Dance was held on October 30th, 2015, from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM in the school gymnasium; a budget of $800 was previously approved for the dance expenditures. Note: new decorations will not be required for next year’s dance.
Money raised: approximately $1200 from the sale of tickets, food items and drinks.	
Lighting:  provided by our D.J., Robert Dos Santos (we hope he will return next year).

Recommendations for next year’s Halloween Dance: 
	Concession stand: 
· Maintain the $1.00 price for the individual food items (popcorn, pizza, chips, cupcakes, crudités) and drinks (except for coffee); 
· Offer individual Keurig coffees at $2.00 each (cups with lids);
· Ensure that the lids for all drinks come with slits (openings for the straws);
· Advise all baking volunteers to indicate the names of their homemade goodies (e.g., banana bread) and to list the ingredients; 
· Pop the popcorn in advance and ensure the procurement of required accessories, such as the ingredients and popcorn buckets;

Miscellaneous:
· Publicize the name of the company providing the lighting (1) on the tickets (for the dance) and/or (2) on the stage (near the lighting); 
· Set up a lounge area outside the gymnasium;
· Section off part of the gymnasium for the set up of the games;
· Display and light the decorated pumpkins on the stage; 
· Inform the parents that masks and weapons are not allowed at the Halloween Dance (same as during the Halloween Activity Day);
· To be evaluated: (1) holding the Halloween Activity Day and the Halloween Dance on different days; (2) holding the “Speaking and Writing” and “Read to Me, Read to You” activities on a day other than the Halloween Activity Day;  

7) Pizza Day (Chairs: Nay I. and Lucia R.)
Supplier: Café Cabrini; Pizza Day will be held on November 23rd, 2015 at a cost of $2.00/slice for hot pizza (to be delivered by 11:45) with a choice of (1) cheese pizza or (2) pepperoni pizza [paper plate and napkin included]. A second order form shall be sent to the parents to include the remaining 3 pizza days (all 3 pizza days to be ordered in advance on the same order form).  

8) Christmas
[bookmark: _GoBack]
a. Decorating
Volunteers shall be solicited so that the decorations may be completed prior to the Parent-Teacher Interview Night scheduled for November 25th, 2015.

b. Breakfast with Santa (Chairs: Sandra T. and Jessica T.)
Note: 	Santa has been reserved for the morning of December 18th, 2015!

Breakfast:
· To be procured from McDonald’s restaurant located on the Viau/Jean Talon corner (in St. Leonard); we will need to coordinate the breakfast pick-up; 
· The $2.00 breakfast shall consist of pancakes, sausage patties and yogurt (last year, apple slices with caramel and cake were also served; should McDonald’s donate a cake this year as well, it shall be served in the afternoon.) Note: McDonald’s has yet to charge the school for the $2.00 breakfast. Our school shall supply juice and chocolate milk.   
· Special mention: In the past, the owner of this McDonald’s restaurant has also generously donated a $100 scholarship for one of our graduates.

Gifts for the students:
The gifts have already been purchased for this year’s “Breakfast with Santa”. We shall purchase next year’s gifts during the after-Christmas sales. Suggestion: procure individual Christmas stockings if we can purchase them for $0.50 each or less. 

9) Varia
PPO Member Status: 	The Principal has agreed to contact the 3 PPO members who have yet to participate (in the PPO) and request whether or not they intend on participating after all; they shall be advised that should they not respond to such request, they shall no longer be deemed members of the PPO, but rather, their names shall be included on the list of volunteers.

10) Date for next PPO Meeting – December 7th, 2015 at 6:45 PM 	

11) Adjournment – 7:58 PM
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